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On Friday, February 28, Nicolas Junior High will be hosting our league’s third speech tournament of the 2013-2014 school year, and we hope that your school or organization will be joining us. 
Entries:
Entries are due on Feb 12, 2014. You may register your school and competitors at www.forensicstournament.net. Due to the lack of rooms, we will be capping the tournament at 200 students, so make sure you sign up quickly. ( we are still evaluating the amount of students we can accept. Should the number be larger, we will send out a notice to all school.
League Fees:
$200 for school league fee (will only apply once this school year and will go to league needs throughout the year.) See Mike Kyle for details if this is your first tournament of the school year.
Please make check out to SCJFL.
Tournament Fees:
In addition to the league fees, each contestant is subject to an entry fee. $10 per individual entry $20 per duo Please make check out to Nicolas Junior High (memo line: Speech and Debate)
Upon Arrival:
Upon arrival, please look for signs to the front office and staff lounge. Coaches will register at the front office, and judges will register in the staff lounge. Competitors should wait in the cafeteria or lunch table area for the 3:30 announcements. If a coach is not present at the tournament, a person of record must be present that is responsible for all the entries from a given organization.
A contact number of someone on campus must be given upon registration.
Events and rules:
TI-
Thematic Interpretation is an oral interpretation event. The contestant must choose a subject, create a theme statement about that subject, and select three or more pieces of literature that support and/or illustrate that theme to create a meaningful presentation. The theme is then developed through the combination of the original introduction and transitions, the literary materials, and interpretation. 
Tournament Requirements: 
1. A student may not reuse material previously presented at any league competition in the same or prior academic years. The theme and/or literary works, partially or wholly, may not have been used in competition by the contestant in previous years in the same or in a different event. 
2. All selections used must be from printed, published, readily available, and nationally distributed sources. If using a part of a literary work, a minimum of 150 quoted words must be used; otherwise, the entire work must be used. Anthologies may be considered multiple sources. 
3. Thematic selections must be interpreted from a manuscript in the hands of the contestant. 
4. Introductory, explanatory, and transitional material must be in the contestant’s own words and must include the name of the author, title, and source of each selection. The original material must not exceed one-third of the total presentation. 
5. The presentation must not exceed eight (8) minutes. 
6. No costumes and/or props are allowed.
Prose-
 Presentations shall not last more than 7:00 minutes. Judges should provide time signals at 6:00 and at 6:30. A contestant who exceeds this time limit by more than :30 seconds is not eligible for a first place rank. Performances must be from a manuscript (which may be in a binder/portfolio). Reading from a book or magazine is not permitted. Excessive movement below the waist (i.e., walking) is discouraged; the emphasis on interpreting poetic and prose scripts is on vocal delivery and suggestive gestures, rather than acting movements
Impromptu-
Topics – Impromptu topics will include proverbs, abstract words, events, quotations, and famous people.

Drawing – Each section/room shall be provided with an envelope containing topics. Once the first speaker is called, the other speakers shall leave the room, and wait outside the door. Each speaker will draw three topics, choose one, and return the other two. The speaker then has eight minutes in which to prepare a response and speak.
The same list of topics shall be used for the drawing by each section. A different subject area will be used for each round.

Preparation - As soon as a topic is chosen, the contestant shall withdraw and prepare a speech without consultation and without references to prepared notes. Students may not consult outside materials during their preparation or speaking time. However, prior to each round, they may consult any material that may inspire them during the round.

Notes – Speakers may use one index card per round, up to 4-inches by 6-inches. These cards may only be written on in the preparation area.
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Time – There is no minimum qualifying time, but the contestant must cover the subject adequately. Maximum time for preparation and speaking is 8 minutes. Judges should provide time signals at 7:00 and at 7:30. A contestant who exceeds this time limit by more than :30 seconds is not eligible for a first place rank
OO- 
This contest shall comprise only memorized orations actually composed by the contestants and not used in any previous league contest. No visual aids are permitted. 
Subject –Any appropriate subject may be used, but the orator must be truthful. Any non-factual reference, especially a personal one, must be so identified. A student may not reuse the same speech topic from any league competition in the same or prior academic years.. 
Length – Delivery shall require not more than 8 minutes. Judges should provide time signals at 7:00 and at 7:30. A contestant who exceeds this time limit by more than :30 seconds is not eligible for a first place rank. 
Quotation – Not more than 150 words of the oration may be direct quotation from any other speech or writing and such quotations shall be identified in a printed copy of the oration supplied prior to registration. Extensive paraphrasing from other sources is prohibited. 
Script – The speech must be prepared in advance. The manuscript must follow the MLA style guidelines for internal citations and must include a “work cited” page. 
Judging Original Oratory 
Since orations have been written by the contestants delivering them, the judges should consider thought, composition, and delivery. However, since this is a contest in speech rather than in essay writing, the emphasis should be placed on the speech phase. Thought and composition should be considered primarily in the way they are employed to make effective speaking possible. 
The orator should not be expected to solve any of the great problems of the day. Rather, s/he should be expected to discuss intelligently, with a degree of originality, in an interesting manner, and with some profit to his/her audience the topic s/he has chosen. Any appropriate subject may be chosen but the orator must be truthful. Any non-factual reference, especially a personal one, MUST be so identified. 
Although many orations deal with a current problem and propose a solution, the judge is expressly reminded that this is not the only acceptable form of oratory. The oration may simply alert the audience to a threatening danger, strengthen its devotion to an accepted cause, or eulogize a person. The orator should be given free choice of subject and judged solely on the effectiveness of its development and presentation. 
The composition should be considered carefully for its rhetoric and diction. The use of appropriate figures of speech, similes and metaphors, balanced sentences, allusions, and other rhetorical devices to make the oration more effective should be noted especially. Use of American English should be more than correct; it should reveal a discriminating choice of words and altogether fine literary qualities. It should be especially adapted to oral presentation. 
Delivery should be judged for mastery of the usual mechanics of speech -- poise, quality and use of voice, bodily expressiveness, and for the qualities of directness and sincerity which impress the oration upon the minds of the audience. An orator should not be penalized for a few seconds overtime but if the speaker exceeds the maximum speaking time by more than :30 seconds, s/he is not eligible to receive a 1st place ranking. 
No particular style of delivery is to be set up as the one correct style to which all contestants must conform. Rather, each contestant is to be judged upon the effectiveness of his/her delivery, free to choose or develop whatever style will best give him/her that effectiveness with his/her particular oration. No visual aids are permitted.
Creative Duo-
In this event, two contestants present an original, dramatic scene. This event provides an opportunity for “creative” writers to present their work to an audience. The material may be humorous, dramatic, or a combination. The competition in this event is challenging because the material varies so widely. 
Tournament Requirements: 
1. All presentations must be the original work of the contestants. Students may not reuse material previously presented at any league competition in the same or prior academic years. Contestants may not use the same subject in the same event, or in expository, advocacy, oratory, or any other event that was used by either contestant in previous years. 
2. Focus – Focus may be direct (the performers may look at each other) during the introduction. But focus must be indirect (off-stage) during the performance itself. 
3. The manuscript must be prepared in advance. The manuscript must follow the MLA-style guidelines for internal citations and must include a “works-cited” page, or shall include a disclaimer from the student indicating that the composition was accomplished without access to or use of any published source. Presentations which include impersonations, depictions or distinctive work or phrases based wholly or in part on the creative work or another, or upon the public personal of any professional performer living or dead must include appropriate acknowledgement in the submitted script [either within a “Works Cited” page or a separate “Personalities Cited” page]. In addition, such words or phrases must be included in the total count of words quoted. 
4. The maximum time is eight (8) minutes. There is no minimum time. 
5. The number of quoted words may not exceed 150. 
6. No costumes or props are allowed. 
7. The selection must be delivered from memory.
Schedule:
3:30 – All schools meet in the cafeteria for announcements and postings 3:45 – Doors close for Round 1 4:30 ish – Meet in cafeteria for announcements and postings 4:45 – Doors close for Round 2
5:30ish – Meet in cafeteria for announcements and postings 5:45 – Doors close for Round 3 6:30 – Meet in cafeteria for announcements and Final Round Postings
Please note: Nicolas will decide IF a final round will occur or if awards will be granted based only on a 3-round tournament. This will depend on time. There will be a cut off time of 7:00. If the Final Round can’t be posted before 7:00, there will be no final round at this tournament.
ASAP – Awards Ceremony in cafeteria
Food and Entertainment:
There will a snack bar, with various types of food for sale.
Judging Requirements:
Each participating school or organization is being asked to supply 1 judge per 5 entries. Judging numbers and names should be submitted up to one week before the tournament or an insufficient judges fee will apply.
$100/judge fee (one judge per 5 entries)
We don’t want your money, however. We want your judges! However, please inform your judges that they MUST be here for the training in order to help out.
Judges training will be held in the staff lounge at 3:15pm.
Address:
1100 W. Olive Avenue Fullerton, CA 92833
Parking:
There will be 2 parking lots available in the back of the school on Hill Street. All of Olive Street is available for parking as well.

Contact:
Questions, comments, concerns? Feel free to send an email to nicolasspeech@gmail.com. Stephanie Diaz and Jesus Silva, Nicolas coaches, will be happy to answer any questions. If there are problems the day of the tournament, please call the following:
Stephanie (tournament host) cell: (951) 500-2581, Jesus (tournament host) (714) 745-9544, or Robert Cannon (league president): (323) 309-4698
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