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March 11, 2014
Dear Colleagues,

It is time once again for LACC’s annual Peace Tournament. This year the Peace Tournament will be held on Friday, May 2nd. THIS TOURNAMENT IS FREE TO ALL SCHOOLS WHO PROVIDE THEIR JUDGING COMMITMENT.  This year we are offering a personal invitation to high school participants who would be interested in participating at a college tournament.
The Peace Tournament also offers an excellent opportunity for you to introduce new students to the forensic activity in a low-pressure environment.   This year we will again offer a junior division if needed to accommodate all of your students who might want or need an additional tournament.  As always, the theme of the tournament is Peace. This tournament was started with an endowment from former LACC debater and Phi Rho Pi national champion True Boardman whose family was deeply involved with the peace movement. It has been a tradition that all speeches conform to the subject of peace.

We will offer four individual events and policy debate. Pattern A IEs are Peace Impromptu (all topics will be peace related) and Interp (this is a combined genre event - pieces may be drama, prose, or poetry). Pattern B IEs are Oratory (which may be Informative or Persuasive) and Duo.  All students may double enter.
Policy Debate will use the 2013-2014 national policy debate topic (Resolved:  The United States Federal Government should substantially increase statutory and/or judicial restrictions on the war powers authority of the President of the United States in one or more of the following areas:  Targeted killing, Indefinite detention, Offensive cyber operations, or introducing United States Armed forces into hostilities).  and be divided into Rookie and Novice Divisions. (High School forensics debaters regardless of background in debate would be Novice since they would be learning a new topic area.  The times for policy debate will be abbreviated in rookie debate. Times for rookie debate are as follows: 6 minutes (9 minutes for novice division) for constructives, 4 minutes for rebuttals (6 minutes in novice), 3 minutes for cross examination, and 10 minutes for prep time (8 minutes prep in novice division).   Contestants may not enter both debate and individual events since they are being run in the same time slots.
Since this tournament is primarily an opportunity to bring students into the activity, novice is defined as anyone in their first semester of competition. If there are not enough rookies entered, rookie/novice will be collapsed but separated out for awards.  
Bring your potential recruits from your public speaking and argumentation classes to our rookie division.  Hook them early on the fun of forensics events before they leave for summer vacation.  We look forward to seeing you in Hollywood this Spring.

Sincerely, 

Jeanne Dunphy/Ben Bates - Directors of Individual Events
Grant Tomvasian/Les Belikian – Directors of Policy Debate
 (323) 953-4000 x2967
Please submit all entries to www.forensicstournament.net/  or use the old fashioned entry attached.  
Judges

Each school will be required to provide one judge for every two debate teams entered and for every 6 IE slots (or portion thereof). We do not have a large pool of hired judges available and therefore will be unable to accept entries with no judging. We will make every effort to hire qualified judges to augment the pool for schools that cannot cover their entire entry but cannot accept entries that have no judges for the debate events.
Fees

There will be no fees for entry into the tournament provided judges are provided by the schools entering the tournament.   Judging penalties are $50 per uncovered debate team and $10 per IE slot. Please make checks payable to LACC Forensics.

Hotels/ Parking

If you are coming from out of the area and need a place to stay, there is a Ramada Inn and a Comfort Inn both on Vermont Ave within walking distance of campus. The campus is located at 855 N. Vermont Ave and is bordered by Willowbrook Ave to the North, Vermont Ave to the East, Melrose Ave to the South, and Heliotrope Ave to the West. Parking will be in lot 5, which is on the Heliotrope side of the campus. Heliotrope is one block West of Vermont. Take Melrose from Vermont and turn right onto Heliotrope. Lot 5 is on the North end of the campus, past the Administration Building. The tournament headquarters will be the Communications Center, which is located on the north quad of the campus. Information will be available at the main entrance of the Communications Building.
Schedule

8:00 am

Registration

9:00 

Debate Round 1 (Policy)


Pattern A (Impromptu, Interp) Round 1

10:30

Debate Round 2



Pattern A (Impromptu, Interp) Round 2

12:00

Lunch

1:00

Debate Round 3



Pattern B (Oratory. Duo) Round 1

2:30

Debate Round 4



Pattern B (Oratory. Duo) Round 2

4:00

I.E. Finals (as needed)

5:30

Awards (location TBA)

6:00

Debate final (as needed)

LACC FORENSICS JEANNE DUNPHY DIRECTOR 
(323) 953-4000 x 2967
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