ORANGE COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIPS
OCSL STATE QUALIFICATION TOURNAMENT

STUDENT CONGRESS AND PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE

WHEN:

Saturday, February 21, 2009

WHERE:

Mater Dei High School
1202 W. Edinger Ave.
Santa Ana, CA 92707

WHAT:
This is a Student Congress and Parliamentary Debate competition to determine the students qualified for the CHSSA Championships this year.  There must be at least eight (8) different schools entered in this tournament for us to retain our qualifier slots (CHSSA By-Laws, Article VII, Section 4, C.1).  Eligible students are those who are varsity in the event(s) or who the coach feels would be competitive and profit from the experience.  Students may not double-enter.
QUALIFIERS:
This year, we will qualify one (1) Presiding Officer, seven (7) Student Congress speakers, and two (2) Parliamentary Debate teams.  Please note:  Students who have competed at any Orange County Championship Tournament (State Quals) may no longer compete at the novice level in the applicable group of events.  
FEES:
Entry fees for this tournament will be $9.00 for each Student Congress entry (including Presiding Officer candidates) and $21.00 for each Public Forum Debate entry.  In addition, OCSL membership dues must be paid prior to the tournament.  Schools with any outstanding debts must clear these debts with Nancy Dandridge (OCSL Treasurer) by Saturday, February 21, 2009 before the beginning of round 1.  Fees for this tournament must be covered by a balance in an OCSL account or paid in full at the contest.  Please be sure to also include the $20.00 school fee.  Make checks payable to OCSL only!!!
ENTRIES:
All entries will be accepted via online registration ONLY.  The online registration site is www.forensicstournament.net.  Registration for the tournaments will be available no later than February 2, 2009.  Do not call or fax entries.  The deadline to enter is Wednesday, February 18, 2009.  No adds will be accepted after that time.  All entry changes must be made online by 10:00pm on Thursday, February 19th.  Fees will be assessed at that time.  Do not call entries, adds, or drops to Mater Dei High School.  Coaches will also need to turn in the accompanying certification form to the league president prior to Round 1.  If you have any problems please call Steve Pettit at 714-310-8279.
JUDGES:
Each school participating in the tournament must provide one (1) judge for every six Student Congress entries or fraction thereof, and one judge for every two (2) Parliamentary Debate teams or fraction thereof.  If you have extras, please notify me, and I will let you know if they can be used.  Judges must either be an adult or a college student at least two years removed from OCSL competition (graduated in 2006).  High school students or college freshmen will not be permitted to judge.  Judges will be paid $8 per round they judge.  Judges must be available for all rounds.  Please list judge(s) online via the registration site.


Failure to provide judges will cause major problems in the running of this tournament.  The quality of judges will directly impact the quality of this competition.  Coaches cannot cover the judge obligation.  While we will do our best to honor judges’ event requests, we cannot guarantee that they will get everything they want.  We expect them to be flexible and put the needs of the tournament first.  Please make sure to bring your quota of judges to avoid sanctions against your school’s entry and disappointing students.  If you are having trouble finding judges, please do not hesitate to contact any member of the OCSL Executive Board for assistance.

As per the motion passed at the OCSL Fall Coaches’ meeting on 9-21-06:  Schools are reminded to bring at least one “door prize” to contribute to the raffle we will be holding during the course of the tournament to show our appreciation to our terrific judges!!!  “Door prizes” need not be elaborate or expensive.  Contact Sandra or other members of the OCSL Executive Board if you need ideas.

RULES:

CHSSA rules will be followed for Student Congress with these modifications:

1. There will be as many preliminary houses as indicated by entries.  It is my intention to limit the number of speakers in each house to 14-16.

                                    2.   Speakers will be rotated among the houses.

3.   Presiding officer candidates will be rotated among the houses. 

4.   “Parliamentary games” will not be tolerated.

5.   Sessions will run for the full allotted time (90 minutes).

6.   The final round will consist of 14-16 speakers as computed on a low cumulative score

      basis using all judges’ ballots.  Ties will be broken according to procedures used in

      individual events.

7.   Presiding officer candidates will be elected by student competitors to qualification.

8.   The two finalist presiding officers will each preside over one half of the final round.

CHSSA rules will be followed for Parliamentary Debate with these modifications:

1. The competition will be conducted using a modified “2 downs and out” elimination format.

2. Round 1 will be a random draw except that debaters from the same school will not meet unless it is mathematically impossible.

3. Debates after Round 1 will be power-matched (winners meet winners).  Debaters

      from the same school will not meet unless this cannot be avoided.

4. A twenty (20) minute forfeit rule is in effect. The only exception would be conditions    beyond the control of debaters if and only if the league president is contacted.

5. Awards will be held once there are 2 qualifying teams remaining in the tournament.




Note:  In both events, the use of any electronic devices by competitors within the




round is strictly prohibited and could result in a disqualification.

LEGISLATION:
We will use the bills and resolutions that will be sent out no later than Saturday,  February 7, 2009.  Two of the pieces of legislation will be reserved for the final round.  Selection of legislation used will be by draw the day of the tournament.

FOOD:
Food will be available on campus.  Our host schools provide food as a service and would appreciate your support.  We are running a tight schedule so competitors should remain on campus at all times.  Competitors who miss rounds will be eliminated.

AWARDS:
In order to be consistent with current CHSSA practice, students must be in appropriate tournament dress in order to receive their awards.

SIGN-OFF:
Coaches will be required to indicate the specific event their student will enter at the state contest.  Those who multiple qualify must indicate one choice of event.  Students who compete in this tournament imply intent to compete in the state contest.  Students who qualify in debate can also qualify in one individual event.  Students who qualify for Student Congress can only compete in that event at the state contest.

TAB ROOM:
The OCSL Executive Board will designate tab room responsibilities; however, because of the limited nature of this tournament, it is possible that not every coach will be utilized. Nonetheless, all coaches are to remain on call and on site for the duration of the tournament.  Any coach not directly involved in the running of the tournament will be expected to attend and participate in the script read-around.  A ballot review will be provided for coaches.  No coach or assistant coach is to observe any round except by the direction of the OCSL Executive Board.
ASST COACHES:
Please be aware of and observe the following definitions of roles as passed at the OCSL Spring Coaches’ Meeting (May 20, 1998):

· Coaches work in the tab room only; they do not judge. 

· Assistant coaches function as coaches.  They work in the Tab Room only; they do not judge.

· Coaches and Assistant Coaches do not “coach” at tournaments (i.e. when they leave the Tab Room, they will not give speakers/ debaters specific feedback/direction based on Tab Room results).

· Judges may not have previously worked with students on their speeches/debate cases (includes hearing/critiquing practice speeches/debates prior to the tournament).

SCHEDULE FOR SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2007
     Student Congress:

Registration:




7:00-7:45 AM


Judges/Competitors Briefing


7:45-8:00 AM


Preliminary Session 1



8:30-10:30 AM


Preliminary Session 2



10:30-12:30 PM


Break





12:30-1:15 PM


Final Session




1:15-3:15 PM


Awards




ASAP

     Public Forum Debate:


Registration:




7:00-7:45 AM


Judges/Competitors Briefing


7:45-8:00 AM


Parli Round 1




8:30-10:00 AM


Parli Round 2




10:15-11:45 AM


Parli Round 3




12:00-1:30 PM


Break





1:30-2:15 PM


Parli Round 4




2:15-3:45 PM


Parli Round 5




4:00-5:30 PM





Parli Round 6 (If Necessary)


6:00-7:30 PM


Awards




ASAP

ORANGE COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIPS
STATE QUALIFICATION TOURNAMENT
CONGRESS - PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE
INFORMATION FORM 
Please read these instructions carefully.  Your entry is not made unless this form is completed and e-mailed to coachsteve.ehs@gmail.com as a MS Word document attachment by Wednesday, February 18, 2009.  

School:

Coach of Record:

Phone (Work):

Phone (Cell):

E-Mail Address:

Coach in Attendance:

Phone (Work):

Phone (Cell):

E – Mail Address:

OCSL Tournament(s) Your School Attended in 2008-2009:

OCSL Dues Paid (Date):

CHSSA Dues Paid (Date):

Total Entry Fees Due (Make Sure $40 School Fee Is Included):

