Official Invitation

to the

2011 Lower Mainland East Regional Debate Championships / Eliminations

of the Debate and Speech Association of British Columbia (the “Regionals”)
for all computer documents, we are calling the tournament:

2011 Lower Mainland East Regionals DSABC

When:  Saturday, February 5th, 2011, 9 a.m. SHARP
(Tentative Schedule to follow ASAP. Day should be done by 4:30 p.m. :-)  )
Register By:  Friday, January 14th, 2011

Pay By:  Friday, January 22nd, 2011
Where:  Elgin Park Secondary School

13484 – 24th Avenue

Surrey, B.C.  V4A 2G5

Here’s the rather long googlemaps link, to get to our tournament :-)

http://maps.google.ca/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Elgin+Park+Secondary+School,+13484+%E2%80%93+24th+Avenue,+Surrey,+B.C.++V4A+2G5&sll=49.891235,-97.15369&sspn=39.529062,83.759766&ie=UTF8&hq=elgin+park+secondary+school+13484+24th+avenue&hnear=Surrey,+British+Columbia+V4A+2G5&ll=49.046701,-122.848048&spn=0.009761,0.020449&t=h&z=16&iwloc=A
** Entry rules that now apply, owing to motions passed at the DSABC 2010 AGM:


Participation is capped for DSABC events up to or including gr.12 (or equivalent)


(I.e., no competitors above Gr.12.)
There is now a $3 (per student) Levy for/at DSABC tournaments, which the tournament Director must submit. This Levy used to be $1, so I’ve had to increase the entry fees by $2 per student.
** Entry rule that applies from the year before: students competing in an event MUST be accompanied by an adult representative of the school.
** For now, I’ve got Grade 8s, Juniors [Gr. 9 + 10 together] and Seniors [Gr. 11 + 12 together] as separate debate events.


If it turns out that there aren’t enough Grade 8s, then I will mix them in with the Juniors.

** The a.m. will be 2 rounds of Prepared (topic coming ASAP; awaiting wording tweaking from the DSABC).

** The afternoon will be 2 rounds of Impromptu (topic given to the students during lunch on the day; 1 topic for each level, with 2 rounds, so both sides can be debated, to be fair).

Please note that, in theory, competitors entered into the Regionals should have competed at 2 tournaments (or more) so far this school year (e.g. the UBC debates and a pizza debate). Since there were hardly any pizza debates this year, and UBC is rather far away from our region, there may be some debaters that you want to enter into the Regionals who have not competed at 2 tournaments (or more) so far this school year. That’s okay, just be prepared for the competition, and please give the more experienced debaters at your school registration priority.
JUDGES: You MUST supply at least 1 judge per debate team registering (free food for them! :-)  ). The judges MUST be registered by the deadline of Friday, January 14th, 2011. If they are not, then your teams will be deleted until you have 1 judge per debate team registering.
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STYLES: As last year and hopefully all pizza debates so far this year, Grade 8s through 10 will debate Cross Examination Style.  Grades 11 and 12 will debate Canadian National Style. Style guides are available at the debate website on www.forensicstournament.net :-)
PUBLIC SPEAKING: We need to include this (has to do with Provincials and then Nationals). So, we’re doing pretty much what was done last year. Please select the top Grade 8, top Junior [Gr. 9/10] and top Senior [Gr. 11/12] Public Speaker from your school, to compete in an Impromptu Public Speaking competition at the Regionals. Ideally, this will be done via a competition within your school :-) You will register these people as you register your debaters :-) We’ll have a Round 1, and then the Finals, which are planned to be in front of everyone.
RULES: SO FAR, I’ve got the last printed DSABC Cross Examination Rules (with General Tournament Rules) and the only Canadian National Style main rules that I’ve ever had.  I have posted these at the debate website on www.forensicstournament.net :-) I’m waiting to hear back from the DSABC high mucky-mucks re whether there are any updated DSABC rules. (I will let everyone know ASAP if there are updated rules.) If not, then these posted rules are the rules that we’re going by at the tournament :-)
How to Register:  www.forensicstournament.net
Please click on “Signup for New Account” at the right of the page. Forensicstournament.net has updated their website, making it even easier to register your school’s people :-)  The one downside to their update is that: “All users must register new accounts starting August 1, 2010 given the changes we've made to the login system.” So, sorry, all schools must register with www.forensicstournament.net again.  Yup, even if you registered last year when signing up for the 2010 LME Regionals. I too had to register our school all over again ;-p
1. Enter your information. After you have agreed to the Terms of Service and hit SIGN UP, you are Registered :-)  (I do NOT think that you have to login after this; I think that you’re in now :-)  ) You can now Add your school :-)  When it asks for the name of your school, please enter your FULL school name (e.g. Elgin Park Secondary School). You get to pick a short version of your school name after that :-)


2. Once you have entered your school information and hit SAVE, go to the big “Profile” tab, and then “School Roster”.  Add competitors to your School Roster :-)  This seems easier than it used to be :-)  Please do the same thing with judges.

3. Then, go to the big “Tournaments” tab, and pick our “State” of British Columbia ;-)  (Yeah, we’re listed past all of the U.S. States. It’s an American computer program, eh?)  You want: “Lower Mainland East Regionals 2011 DSABC”.  Right now, it’s the only tournament listed under British Columbia :-D


4. Click on: “Lower Mainland East Regionals 2011 DSABC”.  Then, click on the big “Register” tab, and then click on “Competitors”.  It’s rather obvious what to do next at that point, I hope :-D  (You pick an event on the right [Senior Canadian-National, Grade 8 Cross-Examination or Junior Cross-Examination; OR Grade 8 Speech-After-Debate, Junior Speech-After-Debate or Senior Speech-After-Debate], and a debater on the left.  The screen will then ask you on the right to pick a partner for the debater :-)   )  Click SAVE on the right AFTER EACH TEAM that you enter :-)  Keep going until you’ve reached your limit of 8 total teams.  If you’re doing this, and you think: “Oh, crap! I forgot someone! It’s okay; you can click on: “Add new student” :-) “  If you try and enter someone twice, they will show up in your entries list with 2 different partners.  That should show you right away that you’ve goofed up :-D  Merely follow the on-screen instructions to fix it :-)  (“Click on name to Edit”.)
Phew! You’re done all that annoying reading! :-D  THANK YOU for reading all of that! :-) :-) :-)

We are looking forward to hosting you on February 5th :-)

Please email elgindebating@shaw.ca if you have any questions, or call Tara @ 604-531-8880 :-)

Tara Sketchley & Chris Lawson, the Elgin Park Secondary Debating coach babes :-D

P.S. re Guardian units: They are welcome to attend. However, if they are not judging, we cannot afford to provide food for them :-(  They are welcome to bring their own food, or to visit our cool Ocean Park Village business district at 128th Street and 20th Avenue (only a couple of minutes’ drive away) for food :-)

