Dear Colleagues:

The forensic programs at Regis University and Texas Tech University extend to you an invitation to attend the 3rd Annual Mile High Swing, to be held on the campus of the University of Denver from January 16-18, 2009. 

The Mile High Swing will feature 2 complete parliamentary debate tournaments. At the first half (Regis), we will offer 5 preliminary rounds with a possibility of partial triple-octofinals, along with some features similar to the NPTE, such as mutual preference judging and topics selected from pre-released areas. At the second half (Texas Tech) we will offer 5 preliminary rounds with a possibility of partial triple-octofinals, and we will utilize a strike format and random topics similar to the NPDA Championship tournament. 
  
We expect these tournaments to be some of the most competitive in the nation this year, and we hope you will join us in Denver this January.
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rob Margesson
Director of Forensics
Regis University
(303) 964-5723 
rmargess@regis.edu 
Joe Gantt
Director of Forensics

Texas Tech University

(806)742-1328

joe.gantt@ttu.edu

 
Swing hotel:
 
Fairfield Inn and Suites, Denver Cherry Creek
1680 South Colorado Blvd
Denver, CO 80222
 
(303)691-2223 or (800)690-9799 and ask for the “Mile High Debate Swing”
 
This is a newly remodeled property minutes from the DU campus. They have extended us a fantastic flat rate of 79.00 per night, which in the Denver market is an excellent bargain- and this is the weekend of the Denver stock show, so rooms are at a premium. Please, if at all possible, make your reservations here; in order to secure this rate, we had to guarantee that 80 percent of the block would be filled. With your help, it should be extremely easy to meet this benchmark.
 
The block expires on December 25, so please make your reservations now!
 
Directions from hotel to campus (1.62 miles):
 
Go south on S Colorado Blvd
Turn right on E Evans Ave
Turn left on S University Blvd
 
 Entries
 
Any regularly enrolled undergraduate in a two year or four year college or university may attend. As the tournaments run back-to-back, students may (and are encouraged to) attend both tournaments.
 
All entries should be submitted via the forensicstournament.net website. Please make sure that you enter both halves of the swing, if that is your choice. Entries are due by Friday, January 9 at 5:00 MST. This early entry deadline is necessary for the compilation of judges and the distribution of mutual preference and strike forms. 
 
Parliamentary Debate- 1st Half (Regis)
 
Five preliminary rounds of parliamentary debate will be offered followed by an appropriate number of elimination rounds in one open division. Teams identified as junior teams (both competitors in their first two years of intercollegiate debate competition) may advance to junior breakout elimination rounds, though junior teams that advance to open elimination rounds will not be eligible for junior elims. Competition will be administered according to the NPDA rules of Judging and Debating. Time limits are 7 minutes for the 1st government constructive, 8 minutes for all other constructives, 4 minutes for the opposition rebuttal, and 5 minutes for the government rebuttal.
 
Topics will be selected from a list of 7 topic areas released about one month before the tournament. We recognize that the vast majority of schools will have either just completed their winter break or may still be on winter break at the time of the swing; therefore, allowing one month of time to review the topic areas will allow for all students to have some opportunity to conduct research. 
Topics will be released at a centralized announcement site, and teams will have 20 minutes to prepare and walk to their room. We are on a very tight schedule, so it is imperative that rounds begin on time! Judges should begin their rounds precisely 20 minutes after topic announcement. Disclosure of decisions and other oral commentary may be conducted at the discretion of the judge, but please conduct such commentary after the ballot has been returned. We will be attempting to power-match every round without lagging, so a prompt return ensures that the tournament stays on time. A warm room of results will be provided.
 
At the end of the preliminary rounds, we will advance all teams with a winning record (3-2 and better) to elimination rounds. Teams advance first based on win/loss record, then adjusted speaker points, then total speaker points, then judge variance. Brackets will be broken in elimination rounds. 
 
At this half of the tournament, we will offer mutual preferred judging. Teams may rate judges according to a scale to be distributed to coaches approximately four days before the tournament. All mutual preference information must be submitted by Thursday, January 15 at 5:00 MST in order to be guaranteed for the first two rounds of competition. The tournament directors reserve the right to insert community judges with extensive debate backgrounds as a member of the final round panel at their discretion.
 
Parliamentary Debate- 2nd Half (Texas Tech)
 
All tournament guidelines are the same as for the Regis half, with the exception of two things; at the Texas Tech half, there will be no topic areas (though topics from the Regis topic areas may be used). Also, MPJ will not be in effect for this tournament, but a number of judge strikes will be available. Once again, judge strikes need to be submitted by Thursday, January 15 at 5:00 MST in order to be guaranteed for the first two rounds of competition.
 
Awards
 
Individual awards will be presented to the top 10 speakers in each tournament, along with all debaters who advance to the double-octofinal round and beyond. We will present a swing sweepstakes award to the top schools at the combined two tournaments. Swing sweepstakes will be determined by the awarding of 1 point for every preliminary round win for a school’s top four teams at each tournament. Ties will be broken in favor of the school whose team advanced farthest at the first half of the swing. We will also have a special award for the top speaker at both halves combined.
 
Tournament Facilitation
 
The tournament directors reserve the right to make any decisions necessary to facilitate the timely and accurate completion of the tournament.
 
Thursday, January 15
 

6:30-9:30     Registration, Fairfield Inn and Suites

 

Friday, January 16
8:30 AM   Round 1 Topic Announce- Regis

10:00 AM   Round 2 Topic Announce- Regis

11:30 AM   Lunch

12:10 PM   Round 3 Topic Announce- Regis

2:00 PM   Round 4 Topic Announce- Regis

3:50 PM   Round 5 Topic Announce- Regis

5:30 PM   Dinner

6:15 PM   Triple Octofinals- Regis

7:45 PM   Double Octofinals- Regis

Saturday, January 17
8:30 AM   Octofinals- Regis

10:00 AM   Quarterfinals- Regis

11:30 AM   Lunch

12:00 PM   Semifinals- Regis

2:00 PM   Finals- Regis

3:30 PM   Awards- Regis

4:00 PM   Round 1- Texas Tech

5:30 PM   Round 2- Texas Tech

7:00 PM   Dinner

7:45 PM   Round 3- Texas Tech

Sunday, January 18
8:30 AM   Round 4- Texas Tech

10:20 AM   Round 5- Texas Tech

11:45 AM   Lunch

12:30 PM   Triple Octofinals- Texas Tech

2:00 PM   Double Octofinals- Texas Tech

3:30 PM   Octofinals- Texas Tech

5:00 PM   Quarterfinals- Texas Tech

6:30 PM   Semifinals- Texas Tech

8:00 PM   Finals- Texas Tech   

Fees for each half of the tournament will be $80.00 per debate team, or $160.00 total for teams attending both halves. These fees include breakfast, lunch and dinner on all three days, as well as a healthy supply of water and other beverages throughout the day.
 
Each judge covers 2 debate entries. Uncovered judging fees will also be $100.00 for each half of the tournament, or $200.00 total for team attending both halves. It’s cliché, but we would rather have your judges than your money. The tournament directors reserve the right to refuse entry to teams uncovered by a critic. If you have extra judges attending the tournament, please contact the tournament directors, as we may be able to hire them at a healthy stipend.
 
Judges will be expected to judge all preliminary rounds and up to the double octofinal round. After that point, judges will be expected to judge one round past the elimination of their teams.
 

Fees will be assessed as of 5:00 MST, Monday, January 12 and schools will be expected to pay fees as indicated by their entry at that time regardless of subsequent deletions.
