September, 2018
Dear Director of Forensics and Coaching Staff:

Greetings from Highland Community College! Our team and coaching staff would like to officially invite you to participate in the 2018 Highlander Forensics Tournament on Friday, November 16th and Saturday, November 17th. We are excited to announce that our tournament will be themed around the popular HBO television show Game of Thrones and includes tons of fun for students and coaches alike! Also, our two-day tournament will provide an opportunity for students to experience a competition schedule within the first semester that reflects a tournament schedule similar to the Phi Rho Pi National Tournament. 
Not only are we offering Individual Events (IE), but we are also offering Public Debate (IPDA) and a new, unique event: Radio. Please read the following page for details and rules. Competing in Radio is a great opportunity for students to discover new skills regarding public speaking and emphasizes the importance of specific delivery techniques we often stress in coaching sessions throughout the year, such as tone and volume, pace and rate, articulation and pronunciation, as well as seeks to develop minor improvisational skills. 
Information on rules, fees, registration, awards, tournament schedule and food are listed in the enclosed packet. Please note that the tournament is being held across the entire campus, but the two main buildings that will be utilized are Building H and Building M. We will try to keep as many rounds in these two buildings as we can for convenience, but students may need to walk outside to get to other buildings, particularly on the Friday portion of the tournament. 
We hope to see you on November 16th and 17th.  If you have any questions, please give me a call or send an email.
Sincerely, 

Bill Lucio - Director of Forensics, Brit Williams - Assistant Director of Forensics, and Team.  
P.S. Entries are due Tuesday, November 12th by 5:00 p.m. Please use the following link to enter:  https://forensicstournament.net/HCCHighlanderTournament/18 
Bill Lucio
Cell: (708) 334-8312
Office: (815) 599-3444
Email: bill.lucio@highland.edu
Highland Community College 
2998 W Pearl city Rd
Freeport, IL. 61032
Unique Event: Radio
Event description: Students will enter this event as an individual. Students competing in Radio will NOT have face-to-face contact with a judge. Instead, a student will be provided with a pre-written script which they will vocally deliver into a microphone that transmits their live recording to a receiver in another room for a judge. Students will be given just a few moments to review the script before they begin their live recording. Once the student competes, they will leave the recording room, allowing the next student to enter. This event focuses on the vocal aspects of public speaking delivery and requires no written preparation on the competitors’ end. Each preliminary round will focus on one element of a radio broadcast and contain a different script to promote the following information: 


Round 1 – An introduction and top news story.

Round 2 – A word from “sponsors” (commercial) and a weather report. 


Round 3 – An event report and a conclusion 
The final round will contain an impromptu speaking element where a student will be given a pre-written introduction but must compile with a “Breaking News Story” after being provided with just a few context clues to which they can then create their own longer story from (ex: This just in! There was a burglary at a local inn this morning around 7am. Report on the event). 
Important Rules: 

· The time limit for each broadcast delivery is 5 minutes. A stop watch will be provided in each recording room for the competitor and they should announce, into the microphone their name and speaker number and that they are ready to begin, before starting their broadcast. 
· The student should go to Radio first and will check in with the Radio Rep (a Highland staff member) at the “Studio Table” to get the script. Upon receiving the script, the competitor will be given a few moments to review it before being asked to enter the recording room and speak. 
· Once complete, the speaker will return to the Studio Table to return the script, so the next competitor can have it. 
· Students competing in Radio do not stay in the recording room to watch other competitors, whether Double Entered in the event or not. 
· Students competing in Radio should be aware of their surroundings, as the entire area will be reserved for Radio rounds only. Try to keep hallway talking to a minimum so other microphones do not pick up the background conversations and noise. 
Suggested Judging Criteria: 

· Please focus on the vocal delivery of the competitor. Judges should take the following delivery aspects into consideration:  

· Speaking rate and pacing.
· Volume control and tone.
· Pitch and influential pauses (or lack thereof). 
· Vocal fillers (“like” “uh” um”) and vocal variety.

· Pronunciation and articulation (clarity of words). 
· Focus on passion and energy within the delivery, as well as overall speaker preparedness and enjoyment. 
More Tips for Judges and Performers 

Have fun with this event! Keep our tournament’s “theme” into consideration, especially during the final round. This will be a great chance to experiment with vocal variety within a speech and a chance to be animated with your voice. Judges should rank competitors based on overall performance, rather than one or two of the considerations detailed above. 
Highland Community College’s Highlander Forensics Tournament
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This tournament will offer both IE and Public Debate events and will follow Phi Rho Pi rules for these events. Just a reminder, that the black book for Dramatic Interpretation is optional. Rules for each event are posted on the Phi Rho Pi website:  www.phirhopi.org.
Entries for food are due Tuesday, November 5thth by 5:00 pm
Entries for competition are due Tuesday, November 12th by 5:00 pm
Each school may enter eight competitors in each event. A competitor may enter two events per group, so each student may be entered in a maximum of six events, HOWEVER, a student cannot be double entered in Public Debate. Please follow the link to register for our tournament: https://forensicstournament.net/HCCHighlanderTournament/18 
Fees
Please make all checks payable to Highland Community College. 

There will be an IE fee of $8.00 per entry slot and a $10.00 fee per slot not covered by a judge. There will be a debate fee of $15.00 for each IPDA slot and a $20.00 fee per slot not covered by a judge. 
Each school should provide one judge for every six IE slots and one judge for every two IPDA slots. If you are entering students in IPDA and IE events, one judge can cover two debate slots and three IE slots. (If you know of any judges that would like to be hired by the tournament, please have them call Bill Lucio). 
Each drop after Wednesday November 13th at 12:00 pm will be assessed at $10.00 per slot.  Each drop after Thursday November 14th at 12:00 pm will be assessed at $15.00 per slot. Each drop at registration will be $25.00 a slot.  A dropped judge (IE or IPDA) at registration will be $60.00. Also, we will not accept substitution entries for those students who are unable to attend the tournament after Wednesday, November 13th at 12:00 pm. Entry and judging fees will not be reduced for dropped entries. I would love to know as soon as possible of any LAST-MINUTE drops – please call Bill Lucio (708-334-8312) from the speech van on the way to the tournament if you have any drops. 
Registration & Warmups 

The registration table will be located on the second floor of Building H. Each team will be assigned a warmup room upon registration. 
Ranks & Awards

The top six individuals in each IE event will advance to the final round. Ties will be broken in this order:  speaker points, judges’ preference (where applicable), and number of firsts. We will not break an IE event into a semi-round.

If entry size permits, the four Public Debate speakers with the highest records advance to semifinals where the two winning debaters will then advance to a final round. 
The top five speakers who have accumulated the most final round points will receive Individual Sweeps Awards.  
The top five schools accumulating the most final round points will receive team sweepstakes awards. IPDA and IE events will count in both individual and team awards. 

Final round points will be awarded as follows:

Debate Semi-Finalist = 5 points 
6th place = 2 points


5th place = 4 points


4th place = 6 points


3rd place = 8 points


2nd place = 10 points


1st place = 12 points

Food

While teams will be on their own for lunch on Friday, Highland is selling Boxed Lunches that can be purchased for the Saturday portion of our tournament. Each boxed lunch will contain a sub sandwich, a cookie, a bag of chips (regular), and a water. There are two options available (a meat and vegetarian) for these lunches and cost $7.00 each. In order for the cafeteria staff to successfully prepare the lunches in time for the tournament, all lunch orders must be placed by 5:00pm Tuesday November 5th. Any food orders placed after 11/5/18 will not be processed. In keeping up with our Game of Thrones theme, the lunch options are as follows: 
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Please be advised that Highland’s campus isn’t necessarily near any viable food options. Most of the fast food places near campus are at least 10-15 minutes away. If your team does not want to purchase a boxed lunch, here are some food options nearby: 

1.) Jimmy Johns: (815) 232-3278 * 1735 S West Ave, Freeport, IL 61032 (delivers to campus)

2.) Culvers: (815) 297-1440 * 1690 S Dirck Dr., Freeport, IL 61032 


3.) McDonalds: (815) 235-4825 * 1710 S West Ave., Freeport, IL 61032

4.) Wendys: (815) 232-8938 * 1689 Willard Dr., Freeport, IL 61032


5.) Starbucks: (815) 990-7232 * 780 W South St., Freeport IL 61032
Hotel


There are several options for lodging near our tournament. It should be advised, however, if you are planning to stay in the Rockford area you will have an hour commute to the school. Here are some of the hotels near campus:


1. Country Inn & Suites - https://www.countryinns.com/freeport-hotel-il-61032/ilfreepo?s_cid=os.amer-us-cis-ILFREEPO-gmb

2. Super 8 - https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/super-8/freeport-illinois/super-8-freeport/overview?CID=LC:SE::GGL:RIO:National:33618&iata=00065402

3. Baymont - https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/baymont/freeport-illinois/baymont-inn-and-suites-freeport/overview?CID=LC:BU::GGL:RIO:National:70216&iata=00065402

4. Hampton Inn - http://hamptoninn3.hilton.com/en/hotels/illinois/hampton-inn-freeport-CHIFPHX/index.html
Schedule
 
	Group A
	 Group B
	Group C

	Prose Interpretation
	Duo Interpretation
	Program Oral Interpretation

	Poetry Interpretation
	Persuasive Speaking 
	Dramatic Interpretation

	Extemporaneous Speaking
	Speech To Entertain
	Informative Speaking 

	Impromptu Speaking
	Communication Analysis 
	Radio 

	
	Public Debate IPDA (4 rounds)**
	


The following schedule is subject to change based on event size. IE and IPDA finals may be collapsed if possible. 
Friday
9:30-10:45    IE & Debate Registration [Building H - Park in lot A (across from daycare center)]
10:45           Extemp Prep 
11:15           Round IA

12:15           Extemp Prep 
12:45           Round IIA

2:00             Extemp Prep 
2:30             Round IIIA

Public Debate (IPDA) Students—For Public Debate (IPDA) to run on time, competitors must return to prep immediately after their round.  We will NOT do common draw.  You will draw as soon as both debaters are present. If a debater does not show up within the first five minutes, then the present debater will get to choose the topic and begin prep. In Public Debate (IPDA) we are going to do 25 minutes of prep instead of 30. 

4:15             Round IB & Public Debate (IPDA) Round 1 (Draw-4:15 / Speak-4:40)

5:15             Round IIB& Public Debate (IPDA) Round 2 (Draw-5:15 / Speak-5:40)

6:15             Rounds IIIB & Public Debate (IPDA) Round 3 (Draw-6:15 / Speak-6:40)
7:15             Public Debate (IPDA) Round 4 (Draw-7:15 / Speak-7:40)

Saturday
8:00             Round IC 

9:15             Round IIC 

10:30           Round IIIC 

11:45

Public Debate (IPDA) Semi Finals--- Draw 11:45 Speak: 12:10 

LUNCH 

1:00                 Draw for Ext Final

1:15                 Group A Finals 

1:30                 Extemp Final

2:30                 Group B Finals 
Public Debate (IPDA) Finals--- Draw 2:30 Speak 2:55

3:45                 Group C Finals

ASAP             Awards (Building F Theatre) 
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